     Luke 21:33-34 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap.

Here we are at the season of Advent.  I think that most of us are aware of the fact that Advent is the beginning of the church year.  Advent marks not only the beginning of the church year but also the beginning of the festival half of the church year.  We call it the festival half because in the next six months you will find all the great festivals of the Christian church celebrated.  Christmas, Lent, Easter, Pentecost and Ascension are those festivals, festivals surrounding the life of Jesus.  Festivals pointing to the wonder and joy of our Savior and what he has done.

Yet how easy it is, whether we are in the festival half of the church year or the non-festival half, to forget the wonder and joy of Jesus.  We forget the impact that he has on our lives, the importance of his redemption and the insight he has on our wisdom.  We forget the power of his way and will in our lives.  We forget because we are sinful human beings.  We forget because it is easy to get caught up in sin and lost in the ways of the world.

Our text is one that encourages us not to get lost in sin.  It directs our attention to what is needed in our lives, now and forever.  Our theme for this day will be: THE ENDURING WORD.
When you understand what the season of Advent is all about you then realize why this text is one of our readings.  Advent is a word that means: “coming.”  It is a season where we prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus.  We prepare for the first advent, namely his birth and life as our Redeemer.  We prepare for his second coming, his return to this world to establish his everlasting kingdom for those who believe and to bring to condemnation those who do not believe.  Obviously this text is one that is pointing to the second advent of Jesus.  It is a text encouraging us to be prepared when the great day of Judgment comes.

So, the first thing that pops into our minds is the question, “How do we prepare?”  The answer is really quite simple.  You prepare through the Word of God.  Need I remind you that the Word of God has behind it the power, majesty and wonder of Jesus? Need I remind you that it is the Word through which everything of God is revealed and that this written Word is thoroughly wrapped in the divine Word Jesus? So please note that God’s Word directs our thoughts to the proper place.  God’s Word brings into focus the ways and activities of our gracious God.  God’s Word prepares us!

We shouldn’t really be surprised at that fact.  After all what was it that prepared the people of the Old Testament and directed their attention to the Messiah who was promised?  It was the Word!  God’s prophets foretold the Messiah through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  As God’s people listened to the revelations of God they learned about the Messiah, who he was, when he was coming, how to identify him, and what he would do for mankind.  The Word prepared for the coming of Jesus and the marvel of salvation in Jesus.

That same Word of God is also what prepares us for the second coming of Jesus. He is coming! He will stand and be our judge. Jesus himself said, “For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it. There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day.” That’s why you find the solemn warning given in our text.  After reminding us, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away,” we are then told: “Be careful.”  Be careful that you don’t lose what God’s Word reveals!  Be careful that you don’t forget the relevance, the eternal nature of the Word.  Be careful not to get swallowed up, bowled over, blinded, crushed, and destroyed by the ways of this world.

I was struck by the utter completeness of this warning.  Our text says, “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down.”  The sense of that is clearly understood.  If we don’t take care, our very beings will be depressed, put upon and struggling.  I think this is coming true in our lives today. We do seem to be a nation and world that is weighed down. We can’t seem to understand the difficulties of this world. Have we failed in taking heed of this message of our Lord? And what is it that can bring this “weighed down” upon us?

The first thing is called “dissipation.”  I can understand why the translators used that word.  It means, “to squander or waste, to indulge in pleasure recklessly, to lose irreversibly.”  It is a powerful word.  The Greek word itself refers to the aftereffects of drunkenness.  Ask any recovering person how the drugs they used altered, corrupted and darkened their life and you will grasp that dissipation was a great word to use for the Greek term. And if you are brave enough, you see how we squander and waste, how we indulge in pleasure and yes, it is cleaer that our world is losing irreversibly.  Are we letting ourselves get wrapped up in dissipation? We want more! We have to feel it all. We surround ourselves with things, thinking that the answer.
The second word is the word “drunkenness.”  In today’s world I think this word has broader reach.  It should be understood today to refer to all types of drug and substance abuse.  People use drugs as their crutch.  Instead of working to be personally responsible, they take and use drugs to help them get by and cope.  Now mind you, I'm talking about behavioral problems and not medical conditions.  There is nothing wrong with taking a drug to cure a medical condition, but I am troubled by the use of drugs to deal with everyday life.  I don’t know about you but it does alarm me that in our so-called sophisticated and technological society we are a people who rely more and more on drugs to get by and cope.  If our kids don’t behave, we drug them.  If things aren’t quite right and we're feeling down we take a few pills and everything is rosier. We take pills to lose weight, get energy, feel invincible, or just to “relax” a little. I am especially alarmed because it is our world, our sinful world that is pushing such things.  The “be careful” of our text needs to be heard. Again, those of you who know me know I have no problem with using medications to help, but in our world, the use of drugs for everything is what worries me.
The third thing is “the anxieties of life.”  I think of this phrase and I can’t believe how many people don’t have a grip on the way life is.  Many of this world get lost in anxiety because they don’t have the wonder of God’s Word.  For them this world and what it offers, is it.  They don’t have the hope of eternal life and salvation.  They don’t have the power and courage of Jesus. In the book of Hebrews that we are studying in our week day classes we heard this encouragement: “Consider him (Jesus) who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” Do we even grasp this awesome encouragement of God’s Word? If Jesus endured, so can we. It is true, the world does not have the Word!  That’s why this whole warning is a warning to stay in the Word!

What does the Word say?  The Word offers us life.  Because of God’s Word and what it reveals we have a wonder of life, a knowledge of the world and the way things are in this world.  Through the Word of God we have life.

Let’s make sure this is all in perspective.  Surely you must grasp that I’m talking about a bigger thing than just the fact that we live and breath?  I'm talking about the life that God has granted, a life that shades and directs the life I have in this world. I am talking about the Life that God has granted, that life found in Jesus.  It is the gift of eternal life and salvation that Jesus and his redemptive work have brought.  It is the true heart of life that gives meaning and direction to the living we do in this world. It is a life that can rest in Jesus, find hope and courage in Jesus and honestly, allows me the wisdom to put all things in Jesus, to trust Jesus without fretting about what might be or could be or should be. It is the power of Jesus’ life, true life that guides, helps, encourages and strengthens in all things.
Do you know why we need this? This world is called in the 23rd Psalm, “the valley of the shadow of death.”  This world is a harsh and difficult place, with ups and downs, with struggles and terrors on every side.  Just read history and look at how often the cruelties of this world are seen and spread about. Mankind keeps trying to fix it without Jesus and God. So it just seems to get worse. So even at its best, this world is a tough place to live.  Such is the result of sin.

Yet because of Jesus we, his chidren, see things differently.  I don’t mean to say that the toughness of this world is gone, because it isn't.  What I mean to say is that the terrors of this world are tempered by the wonders and promises of Jesus our Savior. What do you think all of those passages that speak of “darkness made light and rough paths made smooth” were all about?
Jesus came into our world and endured its temptations and terrors.  Jesus lived the perfect life we couldn’t live to be the perfect sacrifice for our sins.  Even more important is the fact that Jesus offered himself as the payment for our sins.  The damnation we deserve, he took.  The anger of God against sin, Jesus endured.  He did all of this that we have the forgiveness of sins and with that forgiveness, eternal life and salvation.

Jesus is what makes life endurable, the struggles of this earth bearable and tolerable.  The Apostle Paul put is best when he said in Romans, “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”  In Jesus we find our strength. Go back to that Hebrew verse.  In the gift of eternal life we find our purpose and direction.  We do not despair, we do not yield to the anxieties and horrors of our world because our focus and goal is another world, a place where God will spread his tent over us and the old order of things has passed away.  Because of the gift of Jesus in forgiving sins and making us the children of God, we have the true focus of living. We grasp that no matter what, because of Jesus we always win!!!
Do you know how many places there are in God’s Word where we are directed to keep before us Jesus and his precious gift of life?  Consider a few of my favorites.  In Philippians we hear this, “For I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.  I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty of in want.  I can do everything through him who gives me strength.”  In 1 Timothy we read these words, “Command those who are rich in this world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”  True life is a life with Jesus.

Need I also remind you that true life with Jesus is also an eternal life?  Did you note how the theme for this sermon was “the enduring Word?”  The Word of God is enduring because it is about Jesus and has behind it the majesty, power, glory and honor of Jesus himself.  God’s truths are enduring truths.  God’s salvation is a forever gift.  This is because it is based on Jesus, the eternal Son of God who has been placed over all things in this world.

Our gracious Savior has won eternal life.  Through His power and his work of redemption God’s eternal kingdom of triumph has been guaranteed to all who believe.  This world and the very cosmos that surround it will one day cease to exist but God’s kingdom, based on the Living and powerful Word Jesus, will always be.

It will be a place of marvel, joy and wonder.  It will be our eternal home because of Jesus.  Here is what puts this world in perspective.  Here is what makes the hardships of life bearable.  Here is what gives us the ability to rise above the gloom and shine with eternal joy.  Jesus lives eternally and we too, through him, will do the same.

Be prepared then, for Jesus.  As this Christmas approaches, concentrate on the wonder of this Son of God come to be our Savior from sin.  Think of how he came to win the victory and give us eternal life now and forever.  Know that He is the Way, the truth and the Life.  He is our Life.  In this way, when He returns, we will be ready as the Word keeps us strong in Jesus. Amen.

