
Matthew 27:27-31 Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him.  They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head.  They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him.  "Hail, king of the Jews!" they said.  They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again.  After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him.  Then they led him away to crucify him.


The world must surely think we are nuts!  I really mean that.  They must think that we Christians have lost our senses because what we do just doesn't seem to make a lot of sense to them.  Take for instance our text for today.  When I first read the text I was thrilled and excited but I immediately thought, "The world will never get this."


What I'm talking about is that today is the last Sunday of the Church Year.  Traditionally it has been known as the umpteenth Sunday after Trinity or Pentecost, depending on which designation you preferred.  But in the updated church year the last four Sundays have been designated as Sundays of the End Time.  Those minor festival Sundays are: Reformation Sunday, Last Judgment Sunday, Saints Triumphant Sunday and then today's Christ the King Sunday.


Did you note that I said that today is designated as Christ the King Sunday?  When one thinks of a king one doesn't usually think of a man who is getting beat, spit upon, mocked and finally crucified.  Yet that is exactly what our text shows is happening to the one we call King.


From the world's point of view it's a little hard to see Jesus as a king when he's standing there with spit and blood dripping off his face.  The picture before us is that of a man badly beaten, bruised, cut, helpless and humiliated.  Following all of this our text tells us that this man is lead out to be crucified.  Jesus our king, hung on a cross, the machine of capital punishment for Imperial Rome.  Kind of hard from the world's point of view to think heavenly thoughts about a man whose symbol today is a former death machine.  It really isn't the picture the normal person would have of a king.


Yet that is the picture before us.  It is a picture that we should never forget and that we should never be ashamed of.  Let's consider this picture of our king under the theme: JESUS, OUR KING.

Like I said, it is hard to grasp, especially if you don't have faith in Jesus, that Jesus is a king really The King.  Not only is it this picture of Jesus that seems out of sorts with what we confess, it is almost the entire life of Jesus.  Go back to the very beginning of this King's story.


In the beginning we are told of the birth of this royal person.  That's right, Jesus is of royal birth.  Jesus is the Son of God the only true blooded member of royalty this world has ever known.  Yet his birth is not the birth of royalty.  Jesus is born in a barn.  Jesus is wrapped in swaddling clothes.  Jesus has parents that are poor, so poor that when Mary goes to the Temple for her purification rite she is allowed the poor person's offering of doves.  From the looks of things there is nothing royal about Jesus.


Yet I want to assure you that Jesus is of royal birth, more than that, Jesus is of Godly birth.  But we don't know that because of what happened at the beginning.  We don't even know that because of what happened in the middle.  We know that because of what happened at the end of Jesus' life on this earth.  Fact of the matter is that Christmas has no meaning without the message of the resurrection of Jesus.  Who would care about this child born in a barn or born to poor parents?  Jesus must have been one of thousands in such circumstances in his day.  Yet Jesus stands out because of the one totally unique and wonderful thing that he did.  He died and rose from the dead.


However, let's not get ahead of ourselves.  Just as there is proof of Jesus' Royal birth there is also proof of his being a protecting king.  Again consider the facts as they are laid before us in God’s Word and in our church confessions.


In our Catechism book we are reminded that the purpose of a king was to represent the people before God and defend the people from their enemies.  Here is what a true king does.  Here is what Jesus has done for us.


Consider the fact that Jesus is our representative our mediator before God.  As true God and true man Jesus is uniquely qualified to represent us.  He knows both sides.  He knows what it is to be the holy, just and righteous God, perfect in everyway, majestic and glorious above all things.

He also knows what it is to be a man, confronted by the law and tempted by sin.  One of the most comforting passages I know is found in Hebrews 4:15-16 which says, "For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin.  Let us approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need."  Those words tell us that Jesus totally understands us.  Jesus grants us grace and mercy before his Father because of his unique position.  He understands the justice of God, he also understands the weakness and sin of man.


Yet he is more than just a representative before God.  Jesus is also a king who protects and defends us from evil.  That's actually what the picture of our text is about.  We see Jesus in the midst of battle, a battle for the souls of men.  Satan had managed to get mankind to sin against God and now sin had to be paid for, reckoned with before man could be reconciled to God.  Jesus is the one who paid the price.  The price was his own suffering and death, or as we say, “he has redeemed me…not with gold or silver, but with his holy precious blood and his innocent suffering and death.”


And as if the physical suffering of crucifixion weren't enough already, do remember that Jesus' suffering was at a depth far beyond that.  What I mean is this.  If one were to look at what Jesus endured just from the simple vantage point of our text, one realizes that Jesus suffered immensely.  From the moment he was arrested he was slapped, punched, spit upon and brutalized.  A careful study of the events of the crucifixion also lead us to consider that Jesus may have undergone two scourgings by the Roman soldiers.  That's why Jesus was unable to carry his cross to Golgatha.  He was so badly beaten.  And if you grasp the horror of the type of death crucifixion was you do realize that Jesus surely and truly suffered.


Add to that then, that at the same time of his physical suffering, Jesus was also enduring the spiritual wrath and anger of his Father against all the sins of all of mankind for all of time.  Let that sink in, on the cross the horror of eternal hell was endured by Jesus.  Do we fail to grasp the significance of the words, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"  At that moment, Jesus was taking what we deserve for our sins.  Jesus was suffering and dying for us.


Why?  That he might be our protecting king.  His death was the battle that defeated sin, death and the devil.  No longer do they hold power over us.  No longer do they terrorize and controll us.  Through Jesus the power of sin, death and the devil is broken.  Fear is gone.  Hope is renewed.  Confidence is gained because our King died for us.  Our King fought the battle for us.  Our King gave his life for our eternal protection.


All of this is guaranteed because of the victory of our King.  That victory is known because Jesus rose from the dead.  That's the whole key to this king of ours; His resurrection from the dead.  God's Word had promised that the Messiah, the Savior of the world would come and die and then rise from death as proof of his victory.  As Jesus walked and taught in this world there were numerous times when he reminded people that the forgiveness of sins he gave and the reasurrance of eternal life was all contingent upon his rising from the dead.  It wasn't his birth that was important.  It wasn't the miracles he did that were important.  It wasn't even necessarily the death he died that is the most important.  The important thing, the most important thing about Jesus is his resurrection from the dead.


The resurrection showed that Jesus was God's Son.  The resurrection proved that Jesus' words were true and trustworthy.  The resurrection of Jesus is the heart of our faith.  Paul says in Corinthians, "If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith...But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep...Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."

Jesus has won the victory.  What God had promised was fulfilled in Jesus.  Now our king reigns.  Revelation 17 reminds us of this victory of Jesus with the words, "They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings--and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers."

Or consider the words of 1 Timothy which each of us could apply to ourselves, "Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners--of whom I am the worst.  But for that very reason I was shown mercy that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.  Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever."

Yes, praise and glory to Jesus.  He is our King.  He has won the victory for us.  He lives and reigns to grant us grace, mercy and eternal life.  May this King be your King.  Amen.

