
Joel 2:28-29 And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.


Today is the day of Pentecost. That may not seem like a big deal but in actuality it is a day of celebration and marvel, a festival day for the Christian Church. Why? Because Pentecost is really the birth of the Christian Church or at least the New Testament Christian church. I put it that way for a reason. The Old Testament Church was also a church built on the Savior of God to come. The New Testament Church is based on the Savior who has come, namely Jesus Christ. Pentecost is marking the change from the old to the new. When you know this fact it puts a whole new level of information on the words found in 2 Co. 5:17: “The old has passed away. The new has come!” From the very moment of Pentecost the message of Jesus, the Savior who has come, began to go out into the entire world.  From the very moment of Pentecost the Holy Spirit earnestly began to call, gather, keep and strengthen the whole Christian church on earth. Pentecost is the very day that God’s Kingdom of Grace was truly realized among God’s people.


We can see this truth all the more if we just consider what is taught in our Catechism under the Second Petition of the Lord's Prayer. The second petition is: “Thy Kingdom Come.” Let me highlight two questions that have direct bearing on this lesson of Pentecost. Question 343 asks, “How does this kingdom come to us?” Answer: “The kingdom of God does not come by what we do, but it comes by itself when our heavenly Father in his grace gives us his Holy Spirit.” 


The kingdom of God becomes ours by faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. That faith becomes ours through the work of the Holy Spirit. God the Father and Jesus send the Holy Spirit as an act of grace. Because of God’s goodness we have the Christian church and faith in Jesus Christ. God has caused his kingdom to come through His sending and the work of the Holy Spirit.


That first sending of the Holy Spirit to sanctify was at Pentecost. In his grace God sent the Spirit upon the disciples and in a display of power and wonder those disciples began to spread the message of Jesus to the world. This sending of the Holy Spirit has continued. Just like the people who heard the message of the disciples’ and gained the gift of faith, so you and I hear the message of Jesus through God’s Holy Word and gain the gift of faith. The wonder of God’s grace is still very evident as God’s kingdom comes and we gain the wonder of faith.


The next question to consider is 345, which says, “Why do we continue to pray for God’s kingdom to come even though Christ already rules in our hearts?” Answer: “Because we want God to increase Christ’s rule in our hearts by strengthening our faith.” Answer: “Because we want God to extend Christ’s rule to the hearts of many others who are not yet Christians.”

Every time we pray “Thy kingdom come” we are asking God two things. We are asking him to strengthen our faith, to make us all the surer of our salvation in Jesus by grace through faith. In other words, "Lord, keep our faith straight and strong. Keep reminding us that it is not what we do but what we believe that makes us Christians. Help us to believe that our salvation is solely because of Jesus."


The second thing is just as important. We are asking God to increase His kingdom by giving other people the gift of faith. Let them hear the Word and believe in Jesus. Let them be assured of their salvation because Jesus has won the victory, Jesus has risen from the dead that forgiveness and eternal life be proclaimed.  Let them rest on the solid rock of Jesus’ redemptive work to the glory of God’s name. In other words, praying for God’s kingdom is a sincere desire for others to know the joy of Jesus.


It is clear then that Pentecost is an important event. It is so clearly important that the Prophet Joel, who lived around 750 bc. was given a prophetic glimpse of this marvelous day. Let’s consider the lesson before us under the theme: MY SPIRIT ON ALL.

What an amazing thing it is to realize that Joel saw the events of Pentecost already in his day. What an exciting thing that must have been to see visions of people filled with God's Holy Spirit and giving praise and glory to God for his love and salvation. Not only was it exciting but it was a vision in stark contrast to what was going on with the people of Judah.


The people of Judah by this time had already abandoned the truth of God. Now mind you, it wasn't that they weren't religious. They were involved in all kinds of worship and ceremonies, rituals and sacrifices, do gooding and the like. The problem is that it was not God's worship, ceremonies, sacrifices and the like. It was idols, false gods that the Judites followed.  The people of Judah had the idea that one god was as good as another. One way was as good as another. It didn't matter to them that God's prophets spoke against them. It didn't matter to them that God sent plagues and warnings against them. They ignored the plain truth of God and worshiped and followed the false prophets of the day. In the name of God they figured they could just do what they wanted because they were so right and so good. They were wrong. Their unbelief would eventually lead to their eternal damnation.


Of course, God had a care for his true believers. True, the real believers had to endure lots of ridicule for their faith yet God kept giving them promises and hopes. Promises and hopes of wonders yet to come. Wonders of a Savior. Wonders of people touched by God's Holy Spirit so that God's truth would once again be a joy among the people


Such was this promise of the coming of God's Spirit. It was a promise of hope. It was a promise of people changed from darkness to light, from unbelief to faith, from despising to proclaiming God's wonders. The Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity of God, would be sent by the Father and his Son to embolden, guide, and bring God's kingdom to God's people.


I don't think we realize all of this history. I say that because we seem to be people who repeat the same mistakes of the past. The people of Joel's day took God and his Word as something easily passed over. We seem to be inclined to do the same, we tend to think that church isn't really important. We tend to consider God and his means of grace as something we really don't need. We tend to turn away from the work of the Holy Spirit. Instead of being a people who hear and believe God's Word, who gladly make Word and sacraments a big part of our life, who continue to grow and mature in faith we come up with excuses for ignoring God. And what a wake up call God has given us. We haven’t been able to worship together since March 26th! Do you find you miss Church, miss gathering together to hear the truth and wonder of Jesus? Do you find you miss having communion and giving worship and praise with your fellow believers? If you don’t care for all of those things, if you find during this pandemic that you don’t care if we meet or not then I have to ask, “Are we any better than the Judites? Have we forgotten that God's Spirit has been sent for our faith? When it is true that we have forgotten, it is usually true because we don't remember what faith is about.


Faith is about Jesus. It is about God sending his Son to die in our place, about sins forgiven and the gift of eternal life. Faith is not about rules and laws, discipline and feelings. It is about God's love as displayed in Jesus. It is when we forget about Jesus that we have the greatest problem. When we no longer see his love and grace we forget the beauty of God's care. When we exalt ourselves, blind to the depth from which he has rescued us we become a people filled with the darkness of evil. None of this has to be.  We need to remember Jesus and what He has done for us. For all of us. For the whole world.


The Holy Spirit has been sent to the world to bring the world to faith. The message of the Holy Spirit is the message of Jesus who has saved. Think of how Peter ended his great Pentecost sermon. When the people asked him what they must do to be saved, the reply was, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far away, as many as the Lord our God will call." The gift of the Holy Spirit is the forgiveness of sins, eternal life and salvation through Jesus. The promise is that the Holy Spirit will give the gift of faith in Jesus. The promise of God is given to all because God's love covers the whole world. God's Son died for all. I can't help it that all won't believe this truth.


There is yet one other thing I think we should notice about God’s Holy Spirit. Our text says, "I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh...I will pour out my Spirit in those days." I don't think we should overlook what God means when he says he will pour out his Spirit.


A quick look in a Concordance and a comparison of the 11 passages that use this phrase, helps us to see that the idea behind "pour out" is one of a complete and total giving. Consider the words of Romans 5:5, "And hope will not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, who was given to us." How about Titus 3:4-7 "But when the kindness and love of God our Savior toward mankind appeared, he saved us--not by righteous works that we did ourselves, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and the renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs in keeping with the hope of eternal life."


How true it is that God’s Holy Spirit is given completely and totally. There is nothing we lack, no shortage of any blessing that we have need of for eternal life and salvation. So yes, God's Spirit is given generously. How true it is that Your sons and your daughters will prophesy. Your old men dream dreams. Your young men will see visions. That doesn't mean that we will be able to tell the future or that we will have revealing dreams and visions concerning God's secrets. The word "prophet" means "to be a spokesman for." As the people of the New Covenant, the Gospel of Jesus, we will have the privilege and honor of sharing the message of Jesus with those around us. As for the dreaming and visions, it is more a reference to the wonders of heaven and the hope of eternal life that God’s Son Jesus has brought into this world. I will tell you the hope and wonder of God’s heaven and all its glories is an important part of my faith. Our dreams are now of a better place, an eternal place of perfection through Jesus.


What always brings my heart down is when people simply refuse to grasp the wonder and joy of this message of Jesus. God’s Son came and died for you. God’s Son came to call you to be one of his children and an heir of eternal life. He will and has taken care of all things necessary for your salvation. We just need to hear this Gospel message of Jesus. That’s how we are told the Spirit will work in us, through the gospel in Word and sacrament. Don’t be a person who refuses to hear and be a part of this kingdom of God.


The most important thing is to know that the Holy Spirit gives the gift of faith to all. That is God’s promise and that is our hope. Through the Holy Spirit giving faith we become heirs having the hope of eternal salvation. I don’t have to doubt or worry that I have done enough because Jesus has done it all for me. 

Truly this prophecy of God has been fulfilled. It began at Pentecost. It continues even today. Through the Gospel in Word and sacrament God’s Spirit continues to work in hearts and souls to open them to the wonder of Jesus. May God’s Spirit grant you the gift of faith that you might also have the hope of eternal life through Jesus Christ. And may the lesson of God during this pandemic be such, that you all the more treasure God’s gift of Church and the Gospel that Church proclaims for your eternal salvation. Amen.
