Zechariah 9:10b He will proclaim peace to the nations.

I think most of you recognize that our Old Testament reading for today is a prophecy concerning the events that took place on this day, the events of Palm Sunday. For that matter, we brought our Palms up on this day to remember the pageantry, the wonder of our Savior as He carried out this prophecy of God. You’re familiar with the events, after all, ever since you began to go to Sunday school, ever since you began to go to church, you heard about Jesus’ triumphant entrance into Jerusalem.

Do you remember its impact?  How you marveled as Jesus sent his disciples to get the animal he would ride on in a miraculous way. How you heard of the humble yet majestic ride of Christ on the foal of a donkey.  Do you remember the feelings you had as you read of the people breaking out in shouts of praise for the Christ?  Do you remember thinking of the awe and wonder of the people spreading palm branches and even cloaks on the road to further honor Jesus.  I remember!  I remember thinking, “How special Jesus must be!  How wonderful that day must have been.”

All of this took place for one reason, to fulfill what the Scriptures had said about the Messiah.  That’s the way it works with God’s Word.  God’s Word promises something and sure enough, what God’s Word promises happens. Isn’t that a great thought: God’s Word promises something and sure enough, what God’s Word promises happens!
Sometimes though, God’s Word makes a promise that you and I may misunderstand or that you and I might interpret wrong. That can happen for numerous reasons, most often because we have not paid careful enough attention to God’s Word. I think our text for this morning is one of those types of promises.  People get confused about the “peace” that God speaks of, that God promises in Jesus.

Why do I say that?  It’s because of the countless times I have seen or heard people misrepresent what God has promised.  Ever hear someone say, “When you accept Jesus your whole world changes.  You won’t have sin or troubles.  God will pour nothing but blessings on you, blessings beyond your needs.” Statements such as that, promising nothing but worldly good, are actually misrepresenting God’s promise of peace.  I know of no passages which tell us that faith in Jesus will make this world wonderful and perfect.

I mentioned that I’ve seen the misrepresentation too! That comes in two forms. First there are the beautiful people shown on TV religious shows. They are in their slick clothes, surrounded by the best of whatever. They tell everyone how they were healed and how the same can be true in your life, or how their life is just awesome and without a care in the world. And they tell you all of this can be in your life: IF YOU REALLY BELIEVE IN JESUS. Well, the Apostle Paul really believed and he was never healed of his thorn in the flesh! The evangelist Timothy had some stomach problems, but Paul doesn’t tell him to go find some healing or get that special prayer cloth. He tells him to drink a little wine to help. Timothy really believed in Jesus too, so obviously the key is not what YOU claim about Jesus, you know, that because you REALLY believe you won’t have problems.
The other way I’ve seen, is sort of the opposite of the first.  Those are the people who because they have an illness or some sort of trouble, figure that God isn’t with them any more. The people who are fond of saying, “If God is so good, why is there still illness and evil in the world?” Both are misrepresentations of God’s promises and show a lack of true knowledge concerning the grace of our God.

The promise we wish to highlight today, the promise we want to be sure and have no questions about for ourselves is the promise of our text. God promised that when the Messiah comes, “He will proclaim peace to the nations.” The misrepresentations that I just described for you are really misrepresentations of what God’s peace is about. So this morning we will set the record straight. Our theme: THE PEACE OF GOD.
Our text tell us that the king who comes, the Christ of God, will proclaim or announce peace to the nations or in modern day lingo, peace to the world.  Our first question: What is that peace?

For some reason people want to associate this peace with the things of the world. They look at the peace that God promises in a worldly fashion and very much in a human fashion. According to them God’s peace means no more war or crime, no more disease and no more trouble of any kind. Is this God’s peace?

Consider what Jesus the harbinger of peace says in Matthew. “Do not think that I came to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword.” These words tell us that Jesus never promised a worldly type of peace. As far as the world goes, Jesus says he will be the cause of trouble. He taught, “You will be hated by all people because of my name.” Jesus says to us in John, “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you.” Or again in John, as a part of the discussion Jesus has with his disciples at the Passover on Maundy Thursday, he says, “I have told you these things, so that you may have peace in me. In this world you are going to have trouble.” It is rather obvious then that the peace of Jesus is not a worldly peace.

So what is Jesus’ peace?  Go back to the passages I shared with you. They tell us lots. Jesus said, “My peace I give you,” and “In me” you may have peace.  Here is Jesus clearly showing us that the peace he is speaking of is beyond this world and not of this world. This peace is absolutely connected to and with Jesus. He is the source, he is the heart of this peace. 

Now let’s look at some passages that show us what the Apostle’s understood of this peace. In Acts 10:36, Peter says, “He sent his word to the people of Israel, proclaiming the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.” Romans 5:1 tells us: “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Or again, look at what Paul says in Colossians 1:19, “For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile all things to himself (whether things on earth or in heaven) by making peace through the blood of his cross.”

These passages help us get a grip on peace.  God’s peace is not a worldly peace, it is a spiritual peace.  It is the peace that comes from knowing that Jesus has died and paid for our sins. It is the peace that comes from the wonder of the resurrection and that because of that eternal life is ours. That is God’s peace. If you stop and think about it you will see that this is the peace that Christ proclaimed, the forgiveness of sins and freedom from the curse of the law through faith in him. This is “the peace of God, which transcends all understanding.” This is a peace that no one and nothing in this world can destroy or disturb.


Where is this peace found? Now you can go out and look around the world, see the trees and flowers and all the wonders of creation. You can see in God’s creation the power of God and the wisdom of God, but you won’t find his peace. I am the first to admit that the heavens and this world do proclaim the glory, majesty and power of God but this world is tainted by sin. Earthquakes, tornados, blizzards, dying trees, animal eating animal, the very turmoil of survival. There is no peace to find in the world of nature!

God’s peace is found in only one place. It is found in what Paul calls, “the gospel of peace.” We are talking about the Word of God, especially the Gospel of God’s Word. It is the Gospel that tells us about Jesus and what he has done. It is the gospel through which the Holy Spirit works in you to create faith in Christ, to keep you in the faith and to strengthen that faith. John 17:17 says, “Sanctify them by the truth. Your word is truth.” 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 tells us: “But we are always obligated to thank God for you, brothers, loved by the Lord, because God chose you from the beginning for salvation by the sanctifying work of the Spirit and faith in the truth. For this reason he also called you through our gospel so that you would obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” One more: 2 Timothy 3:15, “From infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”
These passages help make it clear that Jesus is the cause of our salvation. He is the point, purpose and power behind the Word. He is the source and cause of peace. It is the redemption won for us in Jesus that brings peace, true peace. Let that sink in! We are at peace with God. We are confident and sure of our salvation because of the victory of Jesus. There is no fear, no worry, and no doubts when this peace of Jesus is ours through the Gospel. And remember, when we speak of gospel we are talking about the message that our sins are forgiven because Jesus paid the price and rose from the dead.

It is in the gospel where peace, God’s peace is found. The Holy Spirit works through the gospel and as Romans says, “Now, the way the sinful flesh thinks results in death, but the way the spirit thinks results in life and peace.” God’s peace is found in the gospel. Again Romans: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.” It is through the gospel that we learn of Jesus and what he has done for us.


Has peace come to us? On the broad spectrum the answer is, “Yes.” Jesus has died and risen for our sins.  God has declared us, in Jesus, the children of God. Christ has won peace with God, by his blood shed on the cross and by the empty tomb. On the broad spectrum there is no doubt that this peace is available to us, is secured for us in Jesus and is available to us in the gospel.


On the narrow spectrum, I can’t answer, at least I can’t answer for you. The narrow spectrum is the individual human being.  God’s peace is there for you to have and receive. The truth is that only you and God know for sure if that peace is yours through faith. You know what God’s peace is. You know where to find God’s peace. But whether or not your confidence, your faith is founded on Jesus and his victory of peace is only something you can know as an individual. Let me give you some thoughts that perhaps can help you understand if this peace is yours.

Do you enjoy hearing of Jesus? Do have that sense of inner peace that comes from knowing He has won the victory? Do you find Jesus and His church a burden, too much trouble to make it a regular part of your life? Do you delight in God’s Word or work to find a way around it? Do you recognize the importance of repentance and of knowing that your sins are forgiven in Jesus? In times of trouble is your focus God’s help and strength given in this peace or is your focus your misery and why is God making you suffer? Are you moved by Jesus to be closer to God or do you work at keeping Jesus at a distance? In the last year, has your faith grown stronger or weaker?  

It’s not that these questions are the only ones that you could ask yourself, they are but an example of the type of examination we consider for ourselves. Fact of the matter is, this peace of Jesus has an impact on our lives, a positive one. It will be seen in how we act and live. Please know that God’s peace has come. Jesus has won the victory and now God’s peace is for you. I pray that it is yours. Amen.

