1 Corinthians 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved, it is the power of God.

So how do you know, as a person of the world today, what is truth and what isn't? How do you know what wisdom is and what wisdom isn't? How do you know what is intelligence and what is not? Those are important questions for us. Important because how you answer these questions tells you something about your approach to life and even tells you something about your approach to life eternal.


Basically there are two ways to determine the answers to these questions. The first way is the way of the world, yes, what the world tends to hype. Things like: "Rely on your feelings, your emotions, what feels right and good!" "Rely on who appears sincere. Rely on anything pronounced scientific. Be one with nature and feel the "force", that stream of underlying energy in this world that emanates from the flow of life."


Does all of that seem strange to you? Yet all of this can and is found in the world that surrounds us. There are millions of people out there who live by their emotions and feelings. Instead of thinking about things, instead of making decisions based on morals, laws and commitments, millions make decisions based on what feels good for the moment. People make decisions based on popular opinion or what seems to be the majority viewpoint. This usually does not go well. Think about how our current President is being treated or think about what Justice Kavanaugh had to endure, false accusations that people just assumed were true because that’s what they wanted.

Or consider those who just make judgments on appearances or what they think is science. There are millions again who think that evolution is a proven scientific fact or who think that there are proven genetic links to alcoholism, homosexuality, and even pedophilia. Those things are not proven in anyway by the strict tenants of science and yet because that is what is popular people go along with it. Worse yet in today’s world, people are backing and promoting the idea that your physical sexuality is not your sexuality but is fluid and changeable. That flies right in the face of science!

There are those who promote a wisdom of nature, karma and psychic consciousness. They claim they are reincarnated or even alien beings who have tapped into the greater cosmos of knowledge and can now lead you there.


Does all of this seem just to weird to be true? Yet it is, more than you might think. What I have just described for you is the kinds of truth, wisdom and intelligence the world promotes.  You do recall that I said there are two ways to approach things.  The second way is much easier.


The second way is to rely on the truth of God's Word. God's Word tells you to think and be responsible for what we are. Do things because this is what God has declared morally right.  Do things because you know that the long term outcome is what is best not the immediate gratification of the moment.  Believe what God's Word says because God's Word is the wisdom and power of God.  We will explore this wisdom and power of God for ourselves this morning as we consider our text under the theme: THE WORD OF THE CROSS.
  
Consider the words of our text. "For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved, it is the power of God."  The first thing we want to pay attention to is that word “message.”


Please note that the Greek word we translate as “message” is the word Logos. I know that might not mean much to you but to those who know the Greek language of the New Testament it is important to note this word. I say that because of what is found in the Gospel of John. In John chapter 1 we hear these words: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it…10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

The reason that passage is quoted is because it also uses the word “Logos.” The word “Logos” is translated as “The Word” and without any doubt you understand and grasp that it is Jesus who is being called “The Word.” In other words, Jesus is the Word of God, he is the message, the revelation, the wonder and very wisdom of God himself. The reason the world is so hostile to the message is because that message is all about Jesus, all about God’s Savior from sin. Think about that. The world opposes and refuses to hear the truth of sin and the wonderful and uplifting love of God that sent a Savior to deliver us sin. Deliverance that is by grace. Deliverance that is of God’s love and compassion. Can you grasp, do you understand that such is what the world opposes and finds foolish! It is Jesus!

The next thing we want to do is then consider the cross and the fact that the cross has a message. The cross is the Word of Jesus and is all about Jesus. We grasp that because we understand that the cross has become the symbol of all that we believe about our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  It is the symbol of Jesus because it is through the cross that Jesus paid for our sins and became our Savior from death and the devil.  Yet the cross is not just a symbol of the fact that Jesus died.  The cross has actually become the symbol of the victory of Jesus, victory because death and the devil were overcome when Jesus rose from the grave.  Again. the cross stands for Jesus and all that Jesus is.


Listen to the very testimony of God found in his Word.  Concerning the battle of the old Adam and the new man Ephesians says, "For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations.  His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility."  How about the words of Colossians as to the importance of the cross.  1:19-20 says, "For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross." And one more, Colossians 2:13-15, "When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ.  He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with it regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us: he took it away, nailing it to the cross.  And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross."

There is no doubt as you listen to those passages that there is a message in the cross.  The Word/ message is one of eternal life and salvation purchased and won by the sacrifice of Jesus.  Do you grasp the full weight and bearing of this Word/message?  It is one of God's love for us, God's giving of his Son, God seeing to it that everything necessary for the gift of heaven was given for us.  But it is more than that.  It is the Word/message of God for us.  An entire message for our life now and the life to come.  And yes, it is a message about morals, standards, and doing things the Creator's way.  It is the Word/message about God's power, wisdom and grace.  What a wonderful message.


Of course, note that our passage said, "The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing." Unbelievers don't think the cross is wonderful. Unbelievers think that the cross is foolishness. They may not openly laugh about what Jesus has done. They may even tell you that Jesus is all that counts. Then they will proceed to reject verses, chapters and entire books of the Bible as not worthy of believing. Boil down what they say and do and the end result is the rejection of Jesus. For to not believe all of God's Word is to reject God and his Son. Tell them that and they will laugh and scorn at you. They will tell you how you don't get it, how you don't understand, how you have it wrong.  But do pay attention to what God says, "The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing." They are perishing. They do not get the message. They do not care about the message. As Philippians says, "For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things."

We are different. We believe. We believe the wonderful message of the cross. We understand that the cross represents our sinfulness because Jesus had to die on it. Most important we understand that the cross represents God's salvation or as our text put it, "To us who are being saved it is the power of God."

What power it is. It is the power that defeats Satan. Notice I didn't say it is a power that will defeat Satan but defeats Satan. It is a power that was and still is, a power based on Jesus' victory. The Word says, "May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world." Again Jesus testifies in Luke, "I saw Satan fall like lightening from heaven. I have given you authority...to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven."


Once more from Ephesians 1:18-22, "I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at this right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way."

God's power is with us. It is the power of Jesus. The power of the inspired Word of God given for the salvation of our souls. Because of this power there is nothing to fear. Nothing in this present life. Nothing in the life to come. God has forgiven our sins and made us his children in Jesus. He has revealed all things that we might live to his glory. He has revealed his wisdom as above the wisdom and ways of men. He has put everything into the hands of Jesus, our Lord and our Savior.


May the message of the cross be yours. May you grasp and believe its message of salvation and the joy it gives.  May you know the power of God for this life and the life to come.  Amen.

