
Mark 1:12-15  At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, and he was in the desert forty days, being tempted by Satan.  He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.  After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.  "The time has come," he said.  "The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news!"


Do you know what time it is?  It is time for the Winter Olympics.  It is always fascinating to watch the various athletes competing in their sports.  Sometimes I don’t know what that sport is about but nevertheless it is fun to watch everyone compete.   Have you noticed that in most of the sports there is a ranking system?  Even before a football game or baseball game is played, the teams are already ranked.  Not every sport calls it “ranking” but just about every sport has it.

In sports like tennis, wrestling and the like they “seed” players.  A seeded player is one of the favorites.  A player who is seeded number one is expected to win the tournament.  If you listen to the commentators during the Olympics, they will tell you who the favorites are, they will tell you how the various athletes are ranked or seeded.  It is a way of designating who the most worthy opponents are.


We have this fascination with the worthiness of things.  In the sport's world to get the number 1 ranking marks you as the considered best.  I have even found myself interested in the worthiness of something.  When I want to purchase something, say a dishwasher or washing machine I want to know the worthiness of the appliance.  In preparation for shopping I go online and begin to do research.  I check all kinds of sites and read all kinds of information.  Eventually, I can settle on three or four appliances that are consistenly in the top rankings and then I do more research on those before I buy.  In other words, I was looking for an appliance or car or trailer or whatever that consumers thought was worth buying.


So, worthiness is important.  We want our teams to always be topped ranked and are unhappy if they are not.  To feel that we are being good stewards of our treasures we like to spend our money on only those things we consider worth it.  In fact, we only get involved in what we consider to be a worthy cause and as soon as something is perceived to be unworthy we generally want nothing to do with it.


Is that perhaps the problem some have with the Christian faith?  Do we miss church or fail to study God's Word because we don't think that Christianity is worthy of our deepest involvement or commitment?  Do we think the wisdom and instruction of the Lord is not worth knowing?  Do we eventually determine in our minds that it is too akward or backward or unscientific and that's why so many people just go out and do whatever they want despite the fact that God is opposed or God shows something to be unwise!  Those are good questions to ask ourselves, especially during this time of Lent.


I hope to answer those questions for you.  I hope to show you that Jesus is worthy of love, honor and respect.  I hope to show you that the Christian faith is worthy of your full commitment and that God's wisdom and instruction is totally worth knowing and following.  Our theme will be: A WORTHY FAITH.

The text before us is one of the shortest records of the temptation of Jesus.  Both Matthew and Luke reveal a great more detail concerning this period of temptation.  It is in those records that we learn of three of the temptations that Jesus underwent.  What we need to understand though is what Mark very simply puts across, what Luke agrees with and what Matthew alludes to.  "He was in the desert forty days, being tempted by Satan."

Mark's words, his report on what happened I think help us best come to the clear understanding that Jesus was not in the wilderness for forty days to endure just three temptations.  Mark's words help us understand that Jesus was tempted with far more than the three temptations we know of.  So it becomes clear that Jesus encountered some forty days of temptations.  For that matter it would be factual to say "Jesus was intensely tempted in every way during those forty days."


In the book of Hebrews 4:15 this truth of the temptation of Jesus is fully revealed.  There we read, "For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weakness, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-yet was without sin."  While we understand that in life Jesus faced the everyday temptations that you and I do, we also understand that during these 40 days in the desert Jesus was enduring far more than you and I could.  Jesus was one on one against Satan.  Every temptation from Satan's bag of dirty tricks was thrown at him.  I think it is the only way that Scripture could claim that Jesus was "tempted in every way, just as we are."  Important to grasp, Jesus was tempted for forty days by Satan.

Why is that important?  Bear in mind this is the very same Satan who managed to tempt the perfect Adam and Eve.  He was so clever, so intent that Satan got them to disobey God.  We should note that, because it tells us that the last time Satan went up against that which was perfect, Satan won the battle!  This time however, Satan was going to lose the battle and eventually the whole war too!


It is in the victory of Jesus against Satan that we rejoice.  We rejoice because we realize that Jesus' victory against Satan is something that made Jesus truly worthy of the title "Savior."  Not only does that make him worthy but the fact that He went through his whole life without sin and then died the perfect sacrifice for our sins makes him all the more worthy.  The simple lesson of this temptation?  Jesus is a worthy Savior!


By the way, when it comes down to the 3 temptations we know about, do you recall just how Jesus turned aside the attacks Satan leveled against Him?  Let me give you a clue.  "Man does not live by bread alone."  "Do not put the Lord your God to the test."  "Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only."

Jesus simply used God's Word to turn away Satan.  He didn't use His Godly, super-majestic powers.  He used what you and I have access to.  He used God's Word.  What a testimony our worthy Savior gives us as to the worthiness of God's Word.  Consider the wisdom of our Epistle reading in Ro 8.  “If God is for us who can be against us?...for I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  To have God on your side you need to be in the Word, for the power of the Word is Jesus himself.  As Jesus won the victory, well, then so can we.  Consider the encouragement in 1 Peter 5:8-9, "Be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, standing firm in the faith..."

We resist him with God's Word just as Jesus did.  More than that, we are able to resist him because Jesus has taken away his power over us.  In Christ we are no longer the slaves of Satan but rather the sons and daughters of God.  Truly Jesus is a worthy Savior and truly God's Word is worthy.  Because they are really one and the same.  The worthy Savior is the worthy Word.  For the Word of God is what it is because of the power and victory of Jesus Christ, our Savior.


Not only is Jesus worthy as the Savior and the very power behind the Word, stop and consider what the message of the Word is.  That message is simply shared with us in verse 15 of our text.  "The time has come.  The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news!"


It is with these words that Jesus led his hearers to the promises of the Old Testament.  Those promises spoke of the Messiah to come and what He would accomplish with his coming.  It is with the Messiah that the kingdom of God would be revealed.  It is this kingdom that Jesus came to establish forever: The kingdom we now call the Holy Christian Church, the communion of Saints.


The way to be a part of this kingdom is to "repent and believe the good news."  Repent means to have a change of heart as far as sin is concerned.  Jesus calls on his hearers to turn away from the service of sin, to be sorry they had fallen away from God, and by faith to trust in him who alone offers the forgiveness.  This is the good news all mankind needs, whether in Galilee or in our own home town.


In truth, the good news is Jesus.  He was the "consolation of Israel, the righteous branch, the Prince of peace."  In Jesus is found the power and majesty of the God-head uniquely linked with the flesh of mankind.  Jesus the Christ: true God and true man.  Jesus, our Passover lamb who would utter those most wonderful words: "It is finished."  "It" was the redemption of mankind.  The forgiveness of sins is now ours by grace through faith alone.  Truly this is good news to believe in.


When you grasp what the good news of Jesus is, then you realize that this good news is a worthy message.  It is worthy of our attention.  It is a message we should hear and learn.  It is a message that we are to desire to follow.  It is a message that gives life, eternal life in heaven.


 When you understand the joyous message of the Gospel message then truly you understand that it is good news worthy of our full attention.  It is a message that cost Jesus the suffering and agony of sins' punishment.  It is a message that shows the victory of Jesus over sin, death and the devil.  It is a message with a worthy Savior and therefore is worthy itself.


May we gladly hear and learn this message everyday.  Amen.
