
Isaiah 6:8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send?  And who will go for us?"  And I said, "Here am I.  Send me!"


I love the text that is before us. I love it because it is a text that illustrates the way we are to be when it comes to serving the Lord. Of course, most of us recognize that our sinful nature presents quite a difficulty in following the example of this text. What do I mean? Let me give you a little story I once read.


There was a congregational meeting where the Pastor was looking for volunteers for a project that was being discussed. As was usual in most congregations there wasn't a mad rush to offer assistance so the Pastor felt that a little sermonizing was in order to encourage the people to give the Lord a hand.


The Pastor started speaking about Isaiah’s statement, “Here I am.  Send me.” He mentioned how Isaiah was motivated by a love for the Lord to go at his task. He mentioned that Isaiah was going to do this task of God even though the task wasn’t going to be easy and again the Pastor mentioned how this was brought about because Isaiah loved the Lord. The Pastor even took the time to speak about how Isaiah’s love had been caused by the Lord’s grace, mercy and love. He concluded by saying that if the Lord could love sinful Isaiah as much as he did surely he would love the members the same. That love would produce a willingness to get involved.


After this little passionate sermon the Pastor again brought about the need for volunteers in the project before them. Immediately a hand went up. The Pastor felt great deal of pride because his sermon had brought results. Here was someone who had been touched by what was said. Here was someone who was motivated by God’s love to help.


“John,” said the pastor, “are you volunteering to help in this project?”


“Not really,” says John, “I just wanted to let you know that I think Bob is the one you’re looking for!”


Ah yes, so often our cry is “Here I am, send him!” I can understand that reaction. I can understand that reaction because it is a reaction of the sin that lives in us. Our sinful nature convinces us that we aren’t the one for the job. Our sinful nature tells us that since there are so many other people out there who could do a better job than we could (at least in our own eyes) that it would be best not to offer our help and not to get involved. Or our sinful nature tells us, “I’ve already done my share, let others do theirs.”


As we look at our text for this day let us consider its words under the theme: HERE I AM.


As you might have guessed this text is one that was given through the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah was a man who was called to be a prophet of God, that is, called to be a “spokesman” for God, which is what a prophet is. The text that we have before us is a record of the events that took place during this call of Isaiah. The call came in the form of a vision, a vision that was full of symbolism and wonder.


The job that Isaiah was to get wasn’t going to be easy. Isaiah’s job was to go and preach the condemnation of God against the Jewish people because these people had turned their backs on God and his Word. Isaiah’s job would be one filled with danger and woe, with hardship and persecution. Yet the amazing thing is that we find Isaiah taking this task of prophet, taking it because of what he came to understand about the Lord.


That’s where our text comes in. Isaiah was given this awesome vision of God on his throne surrounded by flying seraphs whose voices shook the thresholds and filled the room with smoke. At the sight of this wonder Isaiah says, “Woe to me!  I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” If one thing is clear in these words it is the fact that Isaiah recognizes his unworthiness to be before the Lord.


Is it any wonder? Here was Isaiah a human being like you and me. Here was Isaiah, a sinful man before the perfect, holy God. The holiness and perfection of God is such an awesome sight that Scripture tells us in Exodus, “No one may see (God) and live.” Such a statement is a reminder of the great separation there is between the righteous, perfect God and lowly sinful man.


Can you imagine the fear that must have filled Isaiah? Isaiah was unworthy of being before God and I don’t think it mattered at this point to Isaiah that God was the one who brought him there and for that reason God would spare his life. Isaiah was too filled with fear to think clearly. Yet we realize that God called Isaiah before him that Isaiah might do the work of the Lord. Not because God needed Isaiah’s help or because Isaiah was the only one for the job. God called Isaiah because that’s what God wanted to do. God had decided that humans should be his voice. So God chose Isaiah and God wanted Isaiah to speak his message to his people. Such is the way that God chooses to work in this world.


Yes, God chooses to work through us. It seems a bit foolish, but it is what God does. Take me, I am so aware of my unworthiness. I stand before you as your pastor, yet I am not perfect. For that matter I can tell you in all sincerity that I am a man full of sin and most unworthy of this office. But so it is with all of us. There is not a single one of us here who is better than another. Not a one of us here who is worthy to bear the name of Christ. We are all unworthy of the task God has given us because of our sinful nature. So whatever it is that God has given you to do: be it Christian parent, student, public minister, councilman, or any worker in this world, whatever the task is that God has laid before you, do it that you might bring glory and honor to his name. Recognize that you, by yourself, are unworthy of the task and that only God can make you worthy. So why would God use us?


That question is answered in our text. Immediately following the fact that Isaiah recognized his sinfulness and his unworthiness for the call, God took action. Our text says, "Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar. With it he touched my mouth and said, ‘See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.’”

I hope you can appreciate the wonderful symbolism of this vision of Isaiah’s. There is so much meaning in the words. Every aspect of this vision, from the seraph, the live coal, the altar, the touching of the lips, to the forgiving of sins is filled with meaning. Suffice it to say for now that the meaning is found in Christ.


That’s right, Jesus Christ has provided us with what we need to be worthy before God. Jesus has died for our sins. Jesus suffered the punishment of God against all sins that we might be forgiven. Jesus is the one who has made all men who believe, worthy of the name Christian.


Please note, this gift of forgiveness is not something that we have earned. It is a gift from God. God gave the promise of forgiveness. God then acted to see to it that this promise was fulfilled. God sent his Son. God crucified his Son and God raised Jesus from the dead to proclaim to all the victory of redemption. We were unworthy and God has made us worthy through his grace and love, through His Son Jesus Christ.


It is for that reason that I can stand before you as a Pastor. Despite my imperfections, despite the sin that lives in me, despite the fact that I am not perfect, God through forgiveness makes me worthy to be his servant. The same is true for each of you.


Whatever it is that God has called you for, you are worthy in God’s eyes because of the forgiveness found in Jesus. So wonderful and so complete is this forgiveness of Jesus that in the eyes of God every one who believes in Jesus is considered by Him to be perfect and worthy of eternal life. Think about that. Think about what a wonderful gift it is that God has given in Jesus. Think about it because it has direct bearing on what else we want to learn.


Look at the reaction all of this has on Isaiah. Here stood unworthy Isaiah now made worthy by the gift of forgiveness. Now here comes the call of God to serve. Our text says, “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?’”

It is here that those famous words of Isaiah are found, “And I said, ‘Here I am.  Send me!’”  You can hear the willingness and eagerness of Isaiah to serve. That leads one to ask, ”What has brought about this willingness, this change of attitude in Isaiah?”


The willingness of Isaiah, the change, is a result of the grace of God. He was unworthy. God made him worthy.  He was full of sin. God forgave his sin. God’s grace had come upon Isaiah. Isaiah now knows the love of God. Isaiah has seen the greatness of that love and, most important, has realized that this great love of God is for him. Here is what motivated Isaiah, the love of God poured upon Him by the Lord God himself.

The impact is great. Isaiah wants to return this love. He did it the best way he knew how, he determined to serve the Lord. So it is with you and me. We of ourselves are unworthy but God made us worthy.  We as descendants of Adam and Eve are full of sin and yet God forgives us our sin. Our response and reaction to this love of God is to return that love, return that love in the form faith and to return that love in a life of good works born of God’s love. In other word, a life of service to him.


Isn’t that what the disciples of Jesus did? They had come to know the love of God through the promises of God’s Word and when they realized that Jesus was the promised Messiah, the very epitome of God’s love, they willingly followed the Lord. They left their boats and livelihood to be fishers of men!

And isn’t that what our Epistle reading directed too?  Verse 12 said, “Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the church.”  The Christians addressed here were eager because of Jesus and his salvation.  They were eager to share the wonder of Jesus and what we find is that the Apostle Paul is simply directing them to use their gifts to build up the church, to speak the truth of God’s Word, to spread the name and glory of Jesus. And why not, Jesus is our Savior from sin. That’s what He is all about. He is our Savior, who overlooks our faults and grants us his grace. Who calls us to faith and desires that we share that faith with others. There is our calling. And our response? Here I am, send me!

Lord, we thank you that you have made us worthy by filling us with your love.  In whatever we do, may you lead us to bring glory to your name, to share your love with others, and be a light of salvation to those living in the dark. Lead us to serve you in all things. Amen.

