
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 What I mean, brothers, is that the time is short.  From now on those who have wives should live as if they had none; those who mourn, as if they did not; those who are happy, as if they were not; those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to keep; those who use the things of the world, as if not engrossed in them.  For this world in its present form is passing away.


Confirmation class the other day. Up to that point I was wrestling with what to say about the text before us. It really is a fairly difficult text to preach on because it is so wrapped up in what was happening in Corinith. Yet, because this is God’s Word, God clearly moved Paul to write this way as a warning and a lesson for us. So there I was thinking, “How do I get this lesson across?” I understand the lesson, but how do I get it across?


Then came Confirmation class. We just happened to be covering the Third Petition of the Lord’s Prayer, you know, the one that says, “Your will be done on earth as in heaven.” Okay, first, I can rarely speak of some of these petitions without mentioning the absolute brilliance of Luther in capturing truth. His explanation says: “God’s good and gracious will certainly is done without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be done among us also.” Those words simply remind us that God is God and we are not. God is going to see to it that His good and gracious will is done. He does not need our prayers. He does not need our help. His will is going to be done. Truly what we are praying is that His will is done among us and also that we grasp and yield to His will in our lives.


Then come questions and answers that directly impact our text. Q. 349 of the Kuske Catechism (pg 294-295) says, “Who tries to prevent us from keeping God’s name holy and letting his kingdome come?” The answer, “The devil, the world, and our sinful nature (flesh) try to prevent God’s will from being done.”

Here comes the next question 350. “How do the devil, the world, and our sinful nature constantly try to prevent God’s will from being done on earth?” There are three answers. “A. The devil tries to prevent God’s will from being done by leading people astray from God’s Word, so that they live in unbelief and sin.”  “B. The people and things of the world try to prevent God’s will from being done by leading people to ignore, forget, or deny Jesus.” “C. The sinful nature (flesh) of all people tries to prevent God’s will from being done by promoting a hatred of God’s word and an enjoyment of sin.”

Now me, I think those words utterly important! We have three great enemies in this world. The Devil. For the most part as God’s children we think we see his attacks and mostly, sometimes avoid them. The world just follows him. The people and the things of the world do their best to follow their master the Devil and will do anything and everything in order to get us to ignore, forget or deny Jesus. No, they don’t play fair. And then, the sinful flesh, that’s you and me, loves nothing more that fun, enjoyment, good times and easily we slip into hating God and His Word. If you are honest with yourself, you know the very truth and horror of these words. We so easily as sinful beings, toss aside the Word and wonder of God for what we want! And we will justify it, as if somehow there is a built in section of God’s Word that says, “And you, should you desire fun and wildness, may toss aside the Lord and his Word for as long as you need. But don’t forget as you are living the denial of Jesus to keep telling yourself: “I believe, so Jesus must forgive me.”

What has all of this to do with our text? The Apostle Paul, in a kind of cryptic way is really giving us the very same lesson. Our theme will be: NOT OF THE WORLD, DEAR BELIEVER, NOT OF THE WORLD!

Our text is taken from the Apostle Paul's first letter to the Corinthians. Paul had written to the Corinthians because since his establishing of the congregation numerous problems had arisen that threatened the well being of their souls. Even worse than that, the problems were actually a threat to the very existence of God's saving message of grace in Jesus. Got that? The real threat was to the Gospel’s message and thus impacted every member’s soul.


The problem's that existed were many, yet it is possible to sum those problems up. It's possible to do that because there does seem to be one idea echoed throughout the letter. It's the idea that the Corinthians were way too worldly. Too worldly in the way they acted. Too worldly in the way they thought, to the point that it affected what they believed.


It is this worldly nature of the congregation that has caused its problems. From the very beginning of the letter the Holy Spirit leads Paul to attack this problem. Already in verse 18 of chapter one this attack against worldliness begins. The heading of our Bibles for that section is: "Christ the Power and Wisdom of God." The next heading is: "Wisdom from the Spirit." Chapter 3 starts with the heading "On Divisions in the Church" with the very first verse saying, "Brothers, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but as a people who are lead by the flesh, as infants in Christ.” He is calling them “worldy.” It is from this point on that Paul begins to address the different problems found in the congregation all the while echoing the foolishness of worldliness.


It comes as no surprise then that in the middle of chapter 7 he echoes the message of the real underlying problem again. In chapter 7 Paul begins by answering some questions that had been posed to him in a letter the Corinthians had written. He gives the first part of his advice and then using the subject matter of this section, he attacks this underlying problem of worldliness. He begins that attack with the words: "I also say this, brothers: The time is short."

When Paul says that the time is short, there is little doubt that the first reference is to the "crisis" that he mentions in verse 26 of the same chapter. Exactly what that crisis was we don't know for sure other than to guess that the Corinthian congregation was enduring some pretty sharp persecution. "The time is short" is thus a reminder that any one of them could at anytime be found the object of persecution. Persecution severe enough that many lost their lives.


The wider implications of these words can also be taken to heart. Time is short. Of course, if you think in a worldly way, then you might think that 80, 90, or 100 years is a long time. When someone reaches those ages we have a tendency to call them "old" and when they die we say, “Oh, they had a long life!” Yet when comparing 80, 90, or even 100 years to the span that God's eternity covers then your perspective is changed. Compared to eternity the average human life could only be considered "short." It is from this perspective that Paul speaks his words.


Our time is short. Though we may live to be a 100 years old such earthly age is nothing compared to eternity. Our time is short. Most of us won't live to be 100. Most of us won't live to be 80 according to statistics. The biggest truth is that most of us don't know when our time is going to be up. Such are the facts of life. Job 14:1-2, the very text that is found in our funeral services reminds us of this. "Man born of woman has a few short days, and they are full of anxiety. He blossoms like a flower, but soon whithers. He recedes like a shadow and does not remain." Yes, our time is short.


Paul then says, “From now on, let those who have wives live as if they have none; 30those who weep, as if not weeping; those who rejoice, as if not rejoicing; those who buy, as if not possessing; 31and those who use the world, as if not getting any use out of it. For the way of life that belongs to this world is passing away.” 

Our People's Commentary has a nice explanation of what Paul is saying.  It says, "These directions may be summarized as follows: Do not be taken up with the affairs of this life.  That includes even the marriage relationship.  Intimate and absorbing as it is, our marriage commitment cannot transcend our devotion to the Lord.  Nor can life's sorrows and its joys, or our business and our possessions supplant our concerns for our heavenly treasure.  The things of this passing world dare not displace our eternal good.  We are participants in life's experiences, but we keep an inner distance from them.  We do not try to get everything we can out of this life, lest we forfeit our eternal inheritance to transient gains and pleasures."


Those words do capture the very heart of what God is saying to us here.  We are not to let something in this life become so important that it replaces or damages our Christian life.  We should never let our worldly life crowd out our spiritual life. Do you need some practical applications?

“Let those who have wives live as if they have none.” Treasure you spouse, treasure your family as wonderful blessings and gifts from the Lord. But enjoy them as a child of God. Rejoice in their blessings, but know it will not be forever. Love them deeply, practice love with them, practice being godly with them. There is the key. Thank the Lord for their blessing in your life but do understand that in this world, for whatever purpose God may have them called home at anytime. And then still rejoice, because you treasured them in the Lord, you rejoiced with them in God our Savior. The heart of your family and life was not the gusto and things, but rather Jesus and His gracious goodness.


He says, “Those who weep, as if not weeping.” In another Epistle the Apostle Paul would put it this way. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 “We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who have fallen asleep, so that you do not grieve in the same way as the others, who have no hope.” Indeed, if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, then in the same way we also believe that God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus.” Do you see the lesson here? It is Jesus that tempers our lives. It is Jesus who even in the mdst of death gives us hope and confidence in the wonders of eternal salvation. Our loved ones go to be with Jesus. There is our hope and comfort, our peace that truly does surpass all understanding. Let our tears be filled with joy that Jesus has saved!

He says, “those who rejoice, as if not rejoicing.” Do you see the even handedness of God’s desire for us. When there is joy, we enjoy, but the pursuit, the demanding of joy is not for us. Because in truth, no matter what you rejoice in, for this life it is temporary. Enjoy the blessings of rejoicing without necessarily getting totally wrapped up in rejoicing.


He says, “those who buy, as if not possessing.” Seriously, it took me awhile to grasp this one. That’s because like many of us, we take pride in our possessions and in our things. But eventually, if you are paying attention, you realize those possessions don’t last all that long. Do you know how many cars I have had? Do you know how the house and the things in the house have changed? Do you know how we change as we age. Nothing is forever. Fact is, it all comes and goes, everything except the wonder and joy of Jesus and eternal life. That’s forever!


He says, “and those who use the world, as if not getting any use out of it.” What solemn words here. The beauty of wood, the stir of the wind, the brilliance of a fresh snow, the patter of little feet, the first hymn at your child’s wedding, the clothes we buy and wear, the shine of jewelry, yep, even that favorite meal…here and then not. Things of time and history. And we can never go back. Enjoy and move on, for such is the way of time and the world. 


Finally he says, “For the way of life that belongs to this world is passing away.” Seriously, just think of how the world, on a daily basis changes. We no longer sleep on straw mats in tents. We no longer have to go to the outhouse. We have lights and my, oh my how even light bulbs and such have changed. Fact is, one day, when the Lord knows the time is right, He will return and all of this, yes all of this will be gone. In a flash, it will be gone. The only thing then that will and does truly count is the Lord Jesus standing in glory and majesty before you. Eternal life has begun and then the joys, the wonders, the awes will never cease. All because of Jesus. He is the only permanent thing, the only permanent One.

To live our life for the Lord is to be the very essence of the Christian's life. We heard that in our Epistle reading for last week when it said, "You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body." We hear that same message in other passages. In Titus 2:14 it says, "He gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good." 2 Corinthians 5:15 tells us, "He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. There are many more passages that could be quoted.


Those words do capture the very heart of what God is saying to us here. We are not to let something in this life become so important that it damages our Christian life. We should never let our worldly life crowd out our spiritual life.


Again we turn to our Catechism. We hear this truth under the Third Commandment, question 56: "When are we guilty of despising God's Word?"  The three-fold answer says, "We are guilty of despising God's Word if we refuse to hear it.” “We are guilty of despising God’s Word if we let anything in the world crowd it out of our lives.” “We are guilty of despising God’s Word if we listen to it but don't believe it or don't do what is says." In each case note that it is the worldly idea that is warned against. Again, here is one of our greatest battles in life, not to let this life be the commanding force but rather let God’s Word and promises be our heart and soul.

So there it is. This solemn truth of what we are. We are the Lord’s. We are to be as the Lord’s. We are to hope as the Lord’s. We are to find our greatest fulfillment in the Lord. And yet, one of the greatest dangers we face is forgetting to look at things God's way and instead looking at things in the worldly way. It is this very thing that caused so many problems in the Corinthian congregation. Problems such as divisions among the members, sexual immorality, falsehood put on an equal footing with the truth, m marriages falling apart, the misuse of the Lord's Supper, and even the denial of Christ's resurrection from the dead.


Now I think you can see why this sermon has the theme: Not of the World, dear believer, Not of the world. Shall we be a people who let the world crowd God out? Let’s challenge ourselves. What are our priorities? What are our hopes and dreams? What is it that we need most in this world? I pray that all of your answers are: Jesus! Jesus is the one who truly counts. Jesus and his precious gift of eternal life. That is the only forever thing. We can’t afford to let the world become our god.  Let's remember this lesson.  Your eternal life could depend on it.  Amen.
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