
Isaiah 62:1-5  For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem's sake I will not remain quiet, till her righteousness shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch.  The nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory; you will be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will bestow.  You will be a crown of splendor in the Lord's hand, a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  No longer will they call you Deserted, or name your land Desolate.  But you will be called Hephzibah, and your land Beulah; for the Lord will take delight in you, and your land will be married.  As a young man marries a maiden, so will your sons marry you; as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you.


It is a wonderful text.  It is a text that exudes an excitement and joy.  Did you catch it? You might better see it as you look at the last verse. There we hear this, "As a young man marries a maiden, so will your sons marry you; as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you."

The excitement is compared to that of a wedding. Now just think back. Think back to the day of your own wedding or to the wedding of a special friend.  For some of us that day was a long time ago and for some of us that day was pretty recent.  The interesting thing is that no matter how much time has gone by, if there is love in your household, even the thought of that day brings a smile and a kind of warm fuzzy feeling. We treasure that day because it is truly a day when our lives were changed.  We embarked on a new course.  We set sail to a new horizon. We undertook a whole new journey simply because we now have a wedded partner. Wedding days are important and they are exciting.


That's the excitement of our text.  Only it is not just a man and woman who are getting married in our text.  In our text the excitement is because God is being united with his Holy Christian Church.  God is taking his new bride to himself, adorning her with splendor and glory such as the biggest and best of weddings in this world could never match.  God is rejoicing over the salvation that He has given and promised to mankind. To all the more fully understand our text let's consider it under the theme: HEPHZIBAH AND BEULAH.

Did you catch the part of this text that I'll be highlighting?  It is the last part of verse 4, "But you will be called Hephzibah, and your land Beulah; for the Lord will take delight in you, and your land will be married."  We've focused on this part because this part of the text is really the highlight of this section of God's Word.


This section of God's Word is of course taken from the book of Isaiah.  Isaiah is considered the greatest of the major prophets of the Bible. His is a book filled with the thunder of God's law. His is a book filled with the gentle breeze of the Gospel. The chapter that we are looking at is a part of a section that echoes God's law and gospel messages. The section starts with chapter 58 and goes to the end of the book. Chapters 58 and 59 are a call to repentance. Chapters 60-62 reveal the glory of God's salvation.  Chapters 63-66 repeat the message of the glory of God’s salvation.


Our chapter, 62, is a part of that section of God's Word that reveals the glory of God's salvation.  Look at the opening words of our verses, "For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem's sake I will not remain quiet, till her righteousness shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch."

Surely as you hear those words you see the glory portrayed?  Zion and Jerusalem are to be understood as spiritual names for the Holy Christian Church, the communion of Saints. God cannot keep quiet about the glory He has prepared for all the believers of the world. God tells us that He will work to make sure that this glory happens.  Glory as breath taking and beautiful as a new dawn.  Glory and salvation that will be like a blazing light shining forth in the darkness.


You do realize that this Holy Christian Church is the bride of Christ? Our verses say of the bride, “Her righteousness shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch.  The nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory; you will be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will bestow.  You will be a crown of splendor in the Lord’s hand, a royal diadem in the hand of your God.”  Now if you read these words carefully you definitely get the feeling that something is going on with the bride. In truth, as you study the context of this section of God’s Word you understand that a change has been made for the bride. In truth the bride has gone from being the most wicked to the most righteous.  The bride has gone from doing evil to being filled with splendor, yes, to being a creation of beauty in the hand of the Lord.  The bride has been completely changed with this wedding.  Changed so that she bears a new name.  Changed so that now, she will serve and be the very delight of the Lord.


I want you to know that the bride began as the Old Testament Church, the people of God who were supposed to follow and love the Lord.  But they did not do that.  They followed sin and got lost in its horror and disobedience. They did not keep their faith and hope in God. But don’t get on your high horse here.  For in truth, as God’s people today, I don’t know that we are any better or more faithful than they were.  In truth, all too often we are willing to turn away from the Lord and dance with the devil.  All too often, in the name of some high sounding ideal like love, peace or freedom we are eager and willing to cast aside the Word of our God and walk the path of evil all the while proclaiming it good and right.  We have a Nation that mourns cruelity to animals (and that’s good) and yet promotes the greater horror of abortion that has killed more children than all  the people who have died in all the wars we have been in. How I wish all of us were innocent of disobedience and the spurning of the Lord, but we are not. We neglect his worship. We don’t make time for his word and spurn the service we definitely owe Him.  In truth, even today, we are much like the bride of old revealed in previous chapters, that wicked bride that God would take to be his own.


Of course, if we are going to consider the bride, then perhaps we should also consider the bridegroom. The groom is none other than God himself, really, God our Savior, Jesus Christ. A number of times in the New Testament, the Church and Jesus are referred to as the Bride and groom. Usually the beautiful bride, the splendid bride, the bride adorned in righteousness and arrayed with glory. She is the bride the nations will see and acknowledge. The bride that causes the Lord our God to shout aloud and rejoice in.


But make no mistake, the bride is not these things in herself. The bride is all of these things because of the Groom. Listen again to what the Groom will do! “Nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory; you WILL BE CALLED BY A NEW NAME THAT THE MOUTH OF THE LORD WILL BESTOW. YOU WILL BE A CROWN OF SPLENDOR IN THE LORD’S HAND, A ROYAL DIADEM IN THE HAND OF YOUR GOD. No longer will you be called Deserted, or the name of your land Desolate.  But you will be called HEPHZIBAH, and your land BEULAH. FOR THE LORD WILL TAKE GREAT DELIGHT IN YOU.” As you listen to those words do you see, did you hear how everything that happens will be done to, will be given by the Lord? The Lord adorns the bride. The Lord gives the bride her righteousness. The Lord makes her splendid and filled with beauty. The Lord bestows on her a new name, Hephzibah and Beulah. These are really terms that tell us what the Lord our God will do for us and with us. We’ll come back to this again.

Yes, God has done those things in Jesus. In Jesus, because He died for our sins and was raised for our justification we have the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. In Jesus our salvation is made sure and certain, not because we are no longer sinful but rather because we no longer have our sins counted against us. The key to all of this is God’s marriage to us, that God has declared us his, that God has made us his possession and love. God has done this by his grace through Jesus our Savior.


Now as we think about this marriage, I want you to know that really this bride can be either the entirety of the Holy Christian Church, all those every where who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior or this bride can actually be a picture of the wonder, the beauty, and joy that God has prepared for every single believer in Christ! We, God’s children, will be righteous and filled with glory. We, those who have trusted and believed the promises of Jesus, will be a crown of splendor, a royal diadem in the hand of our God. The picture here is of beauty and marvel, of awe and total wonder such as will be had and found in the eternal kingdom of our God. We are those things and have those things because of Jesus and his gracious promises of forgiveness and eternal life. It is this wonder, this excitement that is being cast before us. Our God wants us to grasp this awesome and wonderful delight that will one day be eternally ours!!


I am sure by now that many of you have heard that the father, a faithful Christian man, of one of our members, was called to his heavenly home the other day. Did you see how that was announced? Not with words like: Today my heart is torn and I am deeply saddened but rather with words that said, “Today my dad did something so exciting. He went to be with Jesus and my Mom in heaven.” That person understood these words of joy and marvel in Jesus. That person grasped the sureness and certainty of what Jesus has promised and yes, today that soul is a crown of splendor and a royal diadem in the hand of His God. That is the joy and wonder of what our Savior has done.

Then comes the next simple verse before us: “No longer will they call you Deserted, or name your land Desolate. But you will be called Hephzibah, and your land Beulah: for the Lord will take delight in you, and your land will be married.” God is making changes. Here is the new name God will give: Hephzibah. The land will be called Beulah.  We grasp the wonder of what is said here as we simply translate these words. Hephzibah means, "My Delight." Beulah means, "Married." All true believers will become the delight of the Lord. All true believers will be united with God for all eternity. Here is the full realization of what God has done for man: God has given us his righteousness and made us his delight. God will take us to be with Him forever.


I don't know if you have grasped the wonder of this text. This text is about our salvation that is won and purchased by the Lord. The Lord has acted. The Lord has given us his righteousness. How? Through His Son Jesus Christ.


To help you see this listen to Romans 3, "But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known...This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe." Jesus is the source of our salvation. Jesus has won for us the forgiveness of sins. When God looks at those who believe in Jesus all God sees is Jesus. Jesus the perfect Son. Jesus the perfect sacrifice for sins. Jesus the risen and victorious Lord who has brought all glory and honor to His Father. Because of Jesus we become the Lord's delight.  Because of Jesus we will be united, married to God forever and ever.


Hephzibah and Beulah. Odd names to our ears but names of wonder and joy. Names that bring to mind the gracious goodness of our God. Hephzibah and Beulah. Names that speak of the wonders of heaven and the glory of God's eternal kingdom. They are names promising victory. Names revealing wonder and joy. Names that every Christian should know and rejoice in because these names sum up our future and destiny with Christ.


Let us then rejoice in these names. Let us be filled with the same type of awe and wonder that God himself has over what He has promised to believers. Salvation is ours through our God. Our God will take us to be with him in his eternal kingdom forever. We will be a people found for all eternity surrounded by the majesty, power, and glory of the Savior.  We will be those in the paradise of heaven, filled with wonder, marvel, peace and happiness forever. This is the promise of our God. Amen.

